
Arise ! Awake 1 and stop not till the goal it reached. 

^ — SiomiH i YictkAtum^dt 
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SKI RAM A KRISHNA’S TEAGHINGS 



THE JNANI AND 



HIS BODILY ILLNESS 



WHEN the mind is attached to the con- 
sciousness of the external world it sees gross 
objects and abides In the Annamaya-Kosha, 
—•the physical sheath of the soul, which 
depend on food. When the mind turns it- 
self inward, it is like shutting the door of a 
house and entering its inner apartments ; fhat 
is to say, it goes from the gross into the 
subtle, thence into the causal, till it reaches 
the final causal state, hi that state the mind 
is merged hi the Absolute and nothing can 
be told. 



PANDIT Sasadhar seeing the: Master’s ill- 
ness asked him : Why dost thou not con- 
centrate thy mind Upon the diseased part and 
thus cure thyself? 

The Blfagavan replied : How can I fix 
my mind Which F have: given to God, upon 
this cage of flesh and blood ? 



Sasadhar said ; Why dost thou not pray 
to thy Divine Mother for cure of thy illness? 

The Bbagftvau answered ; When [ think of 
my Motlier, the physical body vanisfies and 
1 am entire! out of it, so it is impossible for 
me Lq pray for aiYytIiinr r concern in 




Extracted from The Ooepel of 8ri lUmekrlahmi by M. 
itt Bengnli. 



When Sri Ramakrishna’a Illness was »o 
bad that lie could hardly speak* or sv.-aRowr 
any food, he exclaimed X ! am bow spesWSHf 
and eating through so many mouth l am 
the Soul of all the tsouU, l Jtavc mtmite 
mouths. I am the Infinite Spirit covered bp 
a human-skin whieh has a wound scmetvjMjB 
in, tlie throat. When the body U 
illness reacts upon the mind 
biirned by hot water one says; Tl ’m" 
has burned) me,” but the 
burns and not the wsfon }** 

body, all disease is in tftfi body bur - v- j^junr 
is above paiiv and beyond fcne : ; 
disease. 




".iT 

•v VJb - . ^ 




f/.. 

X' 



'll 



The Mother has brought on F 
in me to teach man how to xEb 
Spirit and how to live ill God cojj- 
even when there is extreme pai;|£jr, 
when tbc body is suilenn^ from 
of pain and starvation, wheat rt?; 
remedy within human ponren eve 
Mother shows me that Spirit!* the > 
the body. My Divine Mother ha 
this illness upon this body to co;> 

scep t ics ihar Atman is dictae. 

consciousness is true, tbat when one 

perfection, freedom from all bipndai<;- J iaW 
attained. 






V • A 9 

v.. 



• Titite 

• *V«» 

■reUh’e. 




i - • » 





PRABUDDHA BHARATA 



May 






occasional notes 



Wf£ fail oft entimcs to give the deserved 
** credit to the People for their part 
Jn the making of our Hindu culture* This 
defect prevents many of us from forming a 
toe conception of the greatness of our People ; 
Sc Drevents us likewise from having a sense 
ortrue and organic nationalism and a truly- 
placed patriotism. Tile People are as much 
necessary in the history of any religious 
culture as its greatest exponents: What 

would even Saukaracharya be without the 
Sftdhana of the People as the background of 
his ««DHme utterances ! Sri Krishna and Sri 
ftaroa Themselves are only creations of the 
natioa’s faculty for idealising. Great men 
are the expression, the embodiment of great 

Let tis look, henceforth, a f\ the 
Character of the People th rough the petspec- 

the greatness of its representatives, 
KKt vice-wema Then alone shall we under- 
stated tfttt dcrodon to the Sages, aye eveh 
Jftg Go&— and devotion to tire People is 

the same and equally spiritual. 
:kiS3iarya, Qiaitanya, Ramanuja, Kabir, 
j&tatak and other makers qf religious 
$3n Hinduism are only the point Of 
^tion, from the ideal into the real, 
^abstract into the concrete, of the 
[etSKendeiicies of the Indian -mind in its 






reateit drawbacks is that we 
iemjy scientific in our meta- 
are to6 complacent In the 
ic logic of fo ujr ages ; but, if 
progress w< must introduce 
freshness of thought into oor 
ihitbsophy. As it Is, many Di 
30 many phonographic records 
Great miudsliave arisen iu our 

ast halfof the nineteenth century, 



developing new aspects in our national thought 
and outlook. Why not study these as well 
as — if not, indeed, more than — the sa.v-s and 
logicians of centuries long dead ? Because 
a philosophy or epic is old is no sign that it 
haa any right, strictly speaking, to he vene- 
rated or regarded as infallible. The Sages of 
old, let it be remembered, were mop/.rn in 
their time. They expressed the new national 
vigour and renaissance of their own age s 
So in our own day, the prophets of our own 
time must be reverenced and their ideas 
heeded and assimilated. Let us kc*o abreast 
with “To day.” Just as it is physically hue 
that “To-morrow” and “To-day*' precede 
“Yesterday,” so it should be equally morally 
and intellectually true that the revelations of 
the future and the present should icccive a 
prior attention over those of the remote, or 
even the immediate past. 



“The spirit of modernism” may not be 
propitious to archaic ’and time-ridden insti- 
tutions, but it is essentially necessary for the 
progress.of all social and truly religious life. 
One of the greatest propheU of “ modernisini” 
and particularly as 'St affected the present 
transition in India, was unquestionably the 
Swami Vivekananda. His prime motto — which 
has become so current in our present national 
life — was, “ If I find something better, some 
greater truth on the morrow,* I shall change 
it immediately for what I possess and believe 
to-day.” The* intensification in our midst of 
such courageous determination with reference 
to the problems which confront us in the 
adjustment between “Old India” and “New 
India **~ wou Id as s u rcdly-dcvclop-marvclLoiiily 
our progressive tendencies. We must be 
xeadyto change centuiy-wom dies d os at a 
moment's notice if better theories ar offered 
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us. The spontaneity with which India as a 
whole has responded to the ‘'new ideas” 
propagated in Hinduism by the Swamt 
Vivekananda, on Ids triumphant return from 
his religious reform-work in the West is an ' 
unimpeachable testimony that India is not 
only alive but is read)' and eager to enter, 
vigorously into the open fields of a complete 
Renaissance. 



Europe awoke to a new order of life at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century. Though." 
ft was a religious awakening it proved to be, 
«pi influence in every phase of Western, 
civilisation, creating new nationalities and the 
scientific and modernist movements which. 

t ^ 

affect us even to this present moment. India 
is awakening in the twentieth century, but ; 
tin's does not imply that she possesses less 
vitality than the West. The period “ for the 
germination of ideas and the transposition of 
forms of racial thought and feeling” may 
have taken some time longer, but we believe 
that the longer the developing process, the 
stirer and the more invincible the translation : 
of national potentiality into power. India, it- 
may be, is somewhat. slow in her rotation* 
upon the axis of her culturoyj&j// sAe is inf all- ; 
tbly sure. No one knew that better than the . 
Swami Vivekananda, for the furtherance of' 
■whose Ideas this magazine exists. A few 
centuries of latent development, here and - 
there, in the course of her history docs not 
mean that India is asleep or dead. In the : 
wake of 'die great silence of the Vcdic 

s 

periods we come suddenly upon the glofies 
of the age of the Mahabharata, and so it 
Will always be. There Is no occasion for 
“hope” because there is no occasion for 
“despair.” Hoping and despairing arc the 
business of dreamers. We are awake. 

It is well enough to call loudly and extra- 
vagantly for the education of our Indian 
women and to deplore their present condition, 
but -in doing so we are apt to lose sight of 



a very important fact, namely, that they a rft 
already highly cultnred and refined.. It b. 
.only a cad dual' mAs 'down The institutions of 
his country wholesale or speaks of its women 
as “ inferior." .We “tnay be ..confronted, it is 
true, with certain worpan’s problems, but k n qwj- 
'ing well the value of our D harm a v 

• . * - . > « •* * y . 

also the value of our. Indian womey 

. ^ * • • * ■ - ^ 4 • ' 

have national sel(-i^p^ ‘ 

of Mother India, wc arc also the so 

' ' ^ - . •’>; ■.'■>>. T' ** ' • 

mothers and; proud to i>Q.v]c&oprn 
Is a smattering of secylsU* kiiowk 

that mostly foreign which reformers ■■ 

• • • 

or charadter of fmaf.vahp? And if v 
that character is the goal,, then vv- 
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that our women *• have no ckaract 
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would be b as t a r d y,*T n deed ! I *:*Vf c » . 
know that the Dharraak holds ' 
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opportunities for its sons 
development of character. Let us dlwa-’s Sesr 
in' mind tliaf, though we may, have problem# 
in connection with Indiaii;iV?omani*Cpd,' .be- 
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fore wc arc reformers, -wc ■ 
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others and Indian* to tl core 
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About a holy shrine or •aacfedjplace . 
Where many hearta -e*mc^ 
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The loveliest spirits con 
And bring their * ^ ’ ^ 
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And make their home 
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All worthy toil and purpo set^ ibaOllpf 
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I know a purabic, pumly 

So thronged with presences seriweiawf bri 
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The heavies! heart therein f or^cts'ite'!'^! ^ 

As in some gorgeous temple fiHed 
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These heavenly spirits, 

IJve only in the atm 
Mate for yourseifx*xacred7fervctit ahrk 
And you will End them -« wiLiy^Eocklcg 
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Unpublished lecture by Siva mi Vivekananda 
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earliest idea is that a man, when he dies, 
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. Something lives and 
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t^annihilated. 

ang even after the man is dead. 
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pe ; better to compare the three 
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Ohs» the.*Eg)’pti an s, the . Baby 1 0 n - ' 
‘‘aSSerit: Hindus, and take this idea’ 
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inc^^With the Egyptians and- the 
d*aiSOrt of- soul idea,— that' of a 
ils^boayi'' according, to them, 
idy which is moving and working 






outer, body dies, the double 









le^ddubte Ts limited bv the pre- 
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the contrary, it has obtained freedom from this 

s 
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body, and hence the peculiar Aryan custom of 

• * , 

burning the de&d. . They want to get rid of the 
” • 

body which the person, has left ; while the Egyptian 
wants to preserve i^ by burying, embalming and 
building pyramids. Apart from the most primitive 
system of doing away with the dead, amongst 
nations advanced to a certain extent the method .of 
doing away with the bodies of the dead is a great* : 
indication of their idea of the soul. ' Wherever 

V 

we find the idea of a departed soul closely, 
length. of time ; : connected with the. idea- of 'the dead body, we 

always find the tendency to preserve the body, and 
we also find burying in some form or other. On 
the other hand, with those in whom the idea has 
developed that.the soul is a'separate entity from the - 
. body and will not be hurt if the dead body is even 
.-destroyed, burning is always the process resorted 
. to. Thus we find among all ancient Aryan races 
Egyp : burning of the dead ; although' the Parsecs changed . 

through „ it to exposing the, body on a tower. But the 

very name of the tower means'a burning*jjlace # 

^ j • • 

showing that in ancient times they- also used to’ 
burn 'their* bodies. 'The other peculiarity is that;/ 
among the Aryans there was no elemetv of fear- 
sldoubfe; ■* iTt is i * always ' ‘ with these doubles; They* are hot com i :r down' 

• >'v ; ^ . . _ ; . ' , • . ■ * ■ . 

utatstate. oLexistence. is . 10 . ask /for food .or help: - and - when de iid that 
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•ufcr 'body. If the body which 

d_in anjr^part, the 
ured jn that part That is 
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the.anaent Egyptians such 
the dead body of a person 
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livejon^for a certain time 
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is again and again, comings help,*/ they do' not become ferocious, < ■: try to. 
ask food - and destroy those that are living. They rather rxo 



'•I 









* 



no - more /have.* / are glad, at getting free. The fire , of th 
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pyre is the symbol c 



Itfwants r ’ ir*asked to take the departjed soul gc • : u p, 
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^ettjOy^wmle In —and to carry it to the place where 'the lathers live. 
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. where there is no sorrow, where there is joy ior- 







it» ywc. at once v find % a . 
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deas we see at once that u.ry ar'e 
lure ; the one optimistic and the 
/being the elementary. The one 

r. • Tt is quite possible.— 

effia^sort '-of ^splntua! that the'Aryans tliemselves bad, or may have had, 
ce^!87thtoth©SHife tot -^ in;:very*:ancienl times exactly the same idea as the 

yon tmay i^/EgypUans; .In studying their most ancic n i 1 ccords/ 
bn ®we/find-tbe possibility of this* very .idea, 1; t it i». . 
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THE NATURE- OF- THE SjDUi, AND/lTS GOAL 



• SJ, 



quit* ft bright thing, ioqjcihlng bright. When ft 
.man dies, this soul gots to live with the fathers 
and lives there enjoying their happiness. 'These 
fathers receive it with great kindness; this h the 
most ancient idea in India of a soul. Later on 



answer was that it was in the sou) ; tM Snui of xhfi 
bain* hid this knowledge and -power from die very 
beginning. i'liis power, - this purity, l hi* strength 

were in that soul but they' were an n manifested:. f 
they have become manifested. What is meant by J 
;1iis mani’.e't.uion or iinmamfcsintion ? ‘That, each 5 



this -’idea- becomes higher and higher. Then it was 
found out that what they called the soul before - soul is pure and perfect, omnipotent Tnd‘-ont-: | 
was ' not ‘ really the soul. This bright body, tine niscient, as they say in the Sankhya , y b*it it. can. J 



.body, liowever- fine it might be. was a body after 

♦ • 

all ; and ail bodies must be made up of mate rials. 

■ i » 

either gross o'r fine. Whatever had form or shape 

I V ^ ^ 

must ' be limited, and could not he eternal. 

.♦ m ' ♦ ♦ * • 

Change is iidiereid in every • form. I low could 

i' 1 f # ^ 

: that which is changeful be eternal ? Si), behind 
this bright body, as it were, they found something 
which was the soul of man. It was called the 

£ j . f . > , * s ^ 

• Alttiatr; the Seif. This- Self idea then began. It 

k • ' V" "* * ‘ .■^ s v * . » 

i had also to v underg 9 various clianges. • Ily some it 
wastthouglif that this Self was eternal ; that it was 
very minute, almost as minute as an atom ; that it 
v lived in a certain part of the body, and when a man 

• dledvliis Self went away, taking along with it tne 

• bright ppdy. There were Oilier ;>eople who denied 
ir the ‘atomic nature of the soul on the same ground 

©n. width they had denied that Oils bright body 

was the 'sou i. v 



manifest' itself externally only' according to'the, \ 

« # •’* *-■ . • 

mind it has got. ' The mind - is, asJit were, ube i 

• > ' \ ♦ • • -• - v •«* |k » . ; X 

reflecting mirror of the soul. MyTmiml r l fleets’- 1©.*]..} 
certain extent the powers of my soul.; so \our~sottl. 

clearer*: 
>n .vanes 



and so everyone's. That^nirrorTwhicb 

• • ' - - -V . > . .r -• •_ * • - v ?S*SHh * •• * 



reflects die soul better. vSo tlie. manifest 

• . 7 :. v- ';"-yv-v. wr'y?; - ;- v : - 

according to the m mu. one possesses: in :se s< 

In themselves arc : pure tandt perfect, 1 ;crel 

i * .1 > . « . % -^ Zm ^ • . . • . 



souls ‘ 
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Another school .wboTlUougoC^ 

be. * x hough souls are pctreyi 

nature, tins purity ana peru^pni©ec 
say, contracted * at limeslrfkncfji 
times. 1 lie re are certain^ 
thoughts which.-as itrW 

* 1 - ’ a-tviat” 

the soul ; and then also^. 
winch bnng'its nature out, 
is explained. All tliduglj* 

- the power and purity 



m: * 



p* could' not 








anded .atVwun?*:^ 



■; w ; ^ ^ . * arc evil, actions* .evil 

■ Out of a! I these various opinions rose Sank hy a thoughts and actions 
philosophy, wjiere at once we find immense ; differ- * itself, make the ©owe 

• ; V, *«»’. •• •••’ 4 * ■ m • # ^ . v. . *. % 

enCes. The Idea there is that man lias first this good and moral Actions, 
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* groiss body ; behind the gross body is'llie fine bcnly, ‘ the twonheorief is Ve 
widen; u the vehicle of tlie mind, .as^it were; and play on the words ex] 
•’ : that is tlie. Self, the 'Perceiver, as the oiiV^liiat liolds llialth 

; ‘ * *‘ s 6 ■ a . -* * W •• • - 



^Sankm’axcall it, of the mind; anil this is omiiTJ- -the mind the soul lias 

i’Tliat is. VAlir Ron! and m V koii! and nn MnnKt 



preseitt,. 4 That is, yoUr soul, and .my soul, and, no ^doubi.- but the 
everyone s soul, is everywhere at the .same Uuie. iheoryiwants.to Uke refqg 

and thev should be 
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>* If bit': is . form less, how can it be said to occupy 
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Tspace ve rytl i i ug that occupies space has form., contractitm of ^ soul;.: ©i, 
-i'TTiC Iornfil«s can only be infinite. So each soul - spiriLT-cYou can. Gues 
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& batter re flection of the soul. Thus 
ijiiind has: become so 'purified; 
the quality of the soul ; then the 
rated, ‘ 

Sire of tbersoul. What is the goal ? 

■-> r. ' y 

^jsoui among all the different sects 
jto be the same. There is one idea 
ts v liberation. Man is infinite, 
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jiniwhich he -exists now is not 
y throtlgh .these limitations he is 

* and forward until he reaches the 
ijfcwfcfhis birthright, his nature, 
auons/and recombinations and 

■ 0 ****!S-* ■"'■ - , • ' , 

'©'•ee round us, are not the ajm 
1^ by the way and in the passing, 
oni-asearths and suns arid moons,- 
d^rong, good and bad, our laugh- 

r >- *• •" • *"•■ s t 1 

f**nd sorrows, are to enable* 

‘^whlch the soul- mani- 

^ and . throws : off • li m itati on. 

• iKboundlbyUws either of in- 



ternal or external nature.' It has ,gonc beyond, alb 
law, beyond all limitation, beyond all nature. Na- 
ture has come under the control of the soul, not- 

a 

the soul under the control of nature, as it thinks 1 
it is now. That is the one goal that the soul has;- 

and ail the succeeding steps through which it iv 

► 

manifesting, all. the successive experiences through, 
which it .is passing in order to attain to that 
goal, — freedom, — are represented as its births. .The 
soul is.as . it were, taking up a lower body and; 
trying to express itself through that. It finds, 
that to, be insufficient, throws U aside and a higher- 
one is taken up. Through that it. struggle? to ex- 
press. itself. That also is found to be insufficient,: 

* • • 1 

is rejected, and a higher one comes, so on and oii* 
until a body is found through which the soul mani-' 

fests its highest aspirations. Then' the soul . be* 
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comes free. 
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of thi? world, 
rbrn^out^tliej , ‘ 

nSomer 7 to. live 
f one nmst con* 
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. - taskj^ — ^ 

^througa ivthe - 

as ti nfcteltftljti lead 

'Ito^heegmy^son, must keep constantly 
^ideWj^wSeSuat! : £ if. be idle.' Idleness is 




ought, defeating. 



it .were,, of a sudden, txrfore the mind has time 

«, - • • 1 v : ' ** 9 

to. become aware of- what # is ..happening,- 
One is'apparently hurried on to the point : of 

- ,*V. • ■ A1 , - 'V • ^ -H- V^. 1 ^?’ ,'VlL*' TC * 

yielding. All saints understand this. There- 
fore they anticipate evil 
its strength and t!i6 possibility of its arising 
by * strenuous good thought By thought is 

a>w- » w,'« >■•-; v-* • «- > 

one.made and unmade. ^JBeware tlien, that. 

.*/ i. - •* *■*'*.• ..V f ^ ^ -‘-"rt* .*♦ • df •' «i . • 

thou dost think good thoughts. * 

• w Remember that it is themind which thou* 

v. ■* ■'&**.' ’■■■'. . . ■ , *;:• 

Never let 
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T#mlly. \Beware of idleness. Take life seriously. 
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Jot ^Rra!is«Jie shortness of time and the great- 

the task of self-unfoldment before 
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thy time ; uqw is thy nppor*. 
IttStunity; MKtteriy v shalt .thou repent ; thorn 
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^^^f^p^thyself 

into -conditions of limitations . and 
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worse than thoaain which thou dost now find 



# # a # 

thyself.' Be worthy of a better future, a 
Jbetter birth, by making thy present life a 

f ^ 

success of the spirit. 

The world abounds with death. The law 

V 

of,Karriia is Inevitable. Take heed, lest death 

p. » » j » » 

.find, thee in the midst of thy sinning and lest 

• r . »* * 

.Karma follow thy yielding to physical desire 

.with increased bondage and dire misery. My 

♦ ♦ • . r « r » 

son, after thou hast once tasted of the nectar 

. - ' *• t < y- \ -'i I •’ i • • 

pfjmmortality, how .is it possible for thee to 
Teed on the husks. of swine ? 

; ** Yet, do not be alarmed. Tlie Grace of 

• ^ t' « ' . * • 

.God is'l greater than mountain-loads of sin. 

*•1 ^ . » i ” , • * *• i , 

•So: Mg as thou dost believe, so long is therp 

• * >■'*«! ' ' ’ '• . • v , ' " . 

jhopeT But the way is almost infinite, in 
Jengtji. Think of the life-times necessary for 
the complete eradication of evil, for. the final 
transformation of the buman^ into the divinp 
consciousness." Canst thou, then, not under- 

• 4 * 9 9 



.stand bow. seriously thou shouldst labour for 
cthiiie own .good? ; And if thou dost love me, 

• 9 * •' *v'^ •. ** •,* 

: wilt thou not for my sake at least try to reach 
the Goal? .How long have I waited for. thee 
to be madciWhole and to struggle manfully? 
. I Uiave ; yearned * Tor thy . righteousness. i 
A shall always stand by thee; rshall always 

dove thee, but thou must shake off thy lethargy. 
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Come out of thy moral slothfuiness ; come, be 
amkirh/ - ; * • . , — 
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THE SHIVA DANCE: 



Let the cm bals clash, the tom-tom* drum, 

Now the whirling, wheeling,. reeling dance begins. 
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With the name of Mahadev, sending &U the. depths 
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Great Shiya, adamauTid^fi 
Death Is His form :,Hiatl 
With but one step He sto 
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Ci-Thy love .for me is the ,polc*star;of thy ^ 
life. Tt is the basis of thy being. 4 And there 
is good reason, for by thy love for' me c th^b vt .if 
shall be saved.* Devotion to. the Guru is. the ^ • 1 
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pub tliuiff needed. That will straighten out all h.r:-. 

^^ d *®Wties. ^SoJ.l^;p.f good chber;:ikiidw f ^jfife 

always, Ujata am witli thee. My^longang for 
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rweepmg .that nan ilimti^;i il»e 
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liadjjeeu'toilm" thron^hcmi ihe ?!••*** 
&SOti< was wca i y , lor m ;i!l tlientnvc 

»m for Whom I was search-. 
ndiTdiaa ascended the threat mono- 

beneath mv feet was 

of 



-~v*vV ^ > ? ' . % 4 

it,ofjiliusion ;.ahd terrible clouds <»f 
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coArkne.ss, uiie itarKne^s of doubt, 
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centuries of illusion stormed and cursed am 
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found ami were mad with destruction, bn 
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the Strength of Him Whose Voice I ha 
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heard' tore ’asunder everything and rent tfv 
veils of the world as though they were made v 
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of fine threads'; ami all the forces of illusion j 
were hurled upon themselves; and then a? 



transformation occh 
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lie-sun, and 1 the glisten- 
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e^rtat pe;ik of life seemed 



diMrt)gtf>ydcr t'lie*. si range colour of t lie 

i^^Oeltkthe, chill air of t lie heights, 

lauce^iny. eve. fell upon the distance 
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, and J .saw that I had lost the 

mm* ^ . 

taa^ coine ._anci*; prec»pices 
*y«W. A 111 *. I cried out, “ If 

Putins ‘wide, wild state, let 

"me ! for* I ‘ shall either : fal l 
ortVhe_ycry di>ta i ice he- 
efr^^of T t he * ascent ' a tul 
Mli^Palh wiJl rolif ittp. of. iuy 
^oiu-innst, tread the Path — 
oubt aiid paiu aiicl imicu 

m r 

tee under ;* the>, smnimt-of 
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gone. T-hev had melted into floods and the 
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precipices had been filled with the ruination | 
of all things that had peopled the scene and 
had defied t lie progress of the soul ; and the \ 
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Pic.sence of thb Most High, within me had j 

transfigured itself into a wonderful slicten of 

« 

glory ; and by *tiie * light of that gloiy 1 saw 
the hillsides green With promise and the 
forests alive with beautiful forms that 

% ^ 4B • * • * M m " ^ * - - * •*** *s • 4 a 4 ^ 

awakened Jn‘ me ihe sensp. of • tlic beaullful, 
iyliereas before only the terrible existed. But 
as j gazed on high ; I knelt «.;d wept in 
adoration and ; my adoration merged itself 
in ecstasy for I saw the Smu c*‘<Tfte Sint, 
The Sun/* I cried 4 ^The Sun!” Ah, it was \he 

'»• ■ ■ *" * / • ‘ - V> ^ 

San for which 1 had been 'searching. 14 Glory 

t —L’ * . m . " 4 •" x.‘ • • / 

to the Sun of. Ufe. tlic', Atman '.within, for j 
am the son of; that “Brah man. Vc^ ^ i!y, I am 
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A Seer of Truth, 
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Thou artnlie fulness of our partial sight ; 
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{Continued from Poge^g) 




The River. 

* ■ 

NE of the greatest features of Egypt 'is 
the Nile, to whose beneficent agency the * 
ancient Egyptians owed their greatness and 
which wvas, with their characteristic reverence 
of . spirit, ^regarded, by them as peculiarly 
sacred. It received divine honours from them, 

and at a v later period also from the Greeks * 

\ :*£**.*** • V'"'. •• - * f • * , 

and Romans; •It is hallowed with associa* 

tions which- take us .back to the very dawn - 
• p V. ‘ :V V ' 
of civilisation. 



* 



?A i 1 



. It may be of interest to my Indian readers 

• . V . ;• r . ‘ s - 0 

to Insert here ah ancient . hymn .to the Nile, 
translated by Jdr. F. C. Cook.* - ' *» - • 
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^ Jhe-NUeideified under. the name of Hapi, 
. , r. : « The Hidden.” ' ‘ .* 

. * f • * . ;* * . 

•'Hail, to thee, O Nile I 

*Th6u showest thyself InHhis land, 

Comingjry*^ ; 

.0 Amiripnrthou leadest night and day, - - . 



A leading^hat rejoiceB the heart 1 , 

Overflowing: the gardens created by Ra ; 
. Giving jife^o all-animals; . 

Watering the land without ceasing : 

The way'bf ‘ heave h descending : - - - - 



Loyet of 



of corn, 



felvinglifejtb every home, Q Pbthahl ‘ 
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O* inundation -of .Nile, offerings are made to thee ;•£ 
Pwn^reJslainLto thee ; . */' ’ 7'-' ^ T. 

Great festt^js’ftre kept for thee; . 

Fowl s are^ifice d. toth ee ;] ...r. : 

jkasts^^ are caugbt for thee;- 
■n.^ / 1 — j“ are offered to, thee ; * 
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, To Enlighten all Egypt ; ; ... 

Shine forth, Shine forth, 0'Nile I Shine forth. 
Giving life /to men by his ‘Oifei X ' 

G i ving 1 ife to bis oxenjbjr' the^psttture s ! 

Shine forth in ,gloj7; O NUfj|»-. i 



As ram rarely Talls in.Egypt thc prosperity 
of the countfylentirayj'4cpcnds i- ootT tbd 
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perennial life and 
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come and go. -Oft 
the land is founds 
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odlles are now never seen 
"Plutarch states -that the 












as a symbol of Deity 
prians, because it is the only 
aftb&t has its eyes covered with 
rent; membrane, by . reason oi 



of the town for the restful change and quiet 
majesty of the river. The steamer was 
anchored at tVef^uay near the Kasr- 
bridge# At this’ point the Nile is about half* 
a-iniie in width, and a busy and lively prospect 



en-Nil 



it affords. Scores of boats of all sorts and des- 







tot seen. He also gives 



-fw this. 



■m*. 




“The Egyptians 
in the crocodile, 



7 animal ‘without a tongue, 
which standeth not 111 



% . 

criptions are dotted about; dehabcahs and the 
quaint native crafts line the banks, and steam- 
ers are alongside their pontoons, • ready to 
convey passengers to Luxor and Assci'au. 
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who arrives as 






or not a votary 
SwMiment slowly and 



Once on board, the steamer, the luxury of 
life on the water came home to me, mental 
as well as physical Favoured'by the natural 
clemency of the climate, which offers such 
inducements for out-ofdoor life, I, amfc! these 
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mportancs And dignity' of 

an entirely. new 
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pleasant and placid scenes; was content to sit 
under the awning of -the boat ;' idly revelling 
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kj round the river, 
^ -assoclatfens • of 



in the present and dreaming, lazily of things 
past and things to come. Leading the quay, the 
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e»f a ,new. Strange 



steamer passes the widsU; 
of Ibrahim Pasha and of the Khedive JsmaiTs 
mother/ and the Island of;RcSa,on the left 
atid Gezira on the right, Then the Pyramids 



spring into view and on' the left the quarries of 
TTura and, 1 MasAna, from whence the stone 
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for the great ^Pyramids. 
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As afternoon grew Jto evening; the sun set 
red upon the. Pyramids seen/ afar above the 
green plains, ana the after-glow was strangely 
seductive^pumbbing the saqd&of the Lioyart 

to the 
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desert and.givmg a .touch -of? 
grandeur: of<the sceoe; ;'jTne first stoi>-;>ing- 

impored beside 
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hot of; any great 
interest : but Ilfonnd some entertainment in 
watching thenpoor^nauve passengers emoark* 
ing and landing with queer odds and er ds of 
luffiage that continually .wigot mislaiu, and 
caused endless excitement ana con fus i u : > . 
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s il very inoon, the, river lay calm 



while overhead , thousands of 
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and again the deep silence was broken by 
the sound of splashing oars, and picturesque 

4 • 

boats with their lateen, sails glided myste- 
riously past us. - 



offerings of dates atul other gifts to them, 

Beni Hasan attracts mu^ on .ac- 
count of its fine rock chambers out in the 
face of the cliffs, the walls of* \v In' on -are 1 
covered with pictures reptt»ktfng the life iof 



in the Orient it is peculiarly grateful from - its the period. . Further Jnllnd areV 

. 4 ^ x • - - f 

softly refreshing coolness, too soon exchanged ana rock 
for the glare and heat of the day. The first time. permits. Not fax dlst 

, V •« . J . V • 

morning on board, I rose early and gave my- mummied eats where the; 
sel^up to the witchery of the sunrise. The a cat a ; head, was worst 
incipient blush of pale opal dawn flashed the south lies KyiropoUsjnth- 
sky with .roseate hues, and gradually the orb of 
day shed* its glorious radiance over the The"<o« 
horizon and like a ball of fire rose over the. portant place# 
tawhy desert and the ’river. It was a gor- through the*** 2 
geo us sight!- > rocky hi U-« 

Nothing can’ be more delicious than these found remai 

l.Jftftrl ^ -rtv. ‘ * ! * ■ . . £ ‘ ■ ' V y *^2Ultr il 

morning experiences on the Nile as one moves irom me worn 
slowly along the shore in the freshness and town \ x took &e 



tune, permits. Not fas: distant^s a ce r etety of 
mummied eats where tbe,£oddess 1- st^wltt* 
a cat’s head, was ^worshipped, , r farther 
south lies Kynopolis with h cemet ■ of,dok 



, ‘ ’ V.' 

emples, which ^clalm at; ; tion. 
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serenity o rthe morn 1 ng glory. c ’#&»**** 

On this river journey the scenery, constant* and 

Iy changes. Sometimes, we see the peasant, and 
ploughing with his antiquated plough, or’ wlth.s^ps of ^ 
reaping’ hfs clover which makfe boght patchy. 
of cdltivatfortf along the banks, with the. and 
desert on one hand andtiie life-giving river gaz«.to5p m 
orf the other. ’ Sometimes the river narrows using *udi ,pe 
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\iidi- high ^sun-baked cliffs on /dt her side, o 

Occasionally, we ‘pass clusters ;of ^ palms, a were 
creating "water- wheel, ^ and tiny vllla^s of^ b 
mud huts|;scattered over the plan; Trotn. .. 
timer^^ime, a ' string of laden camelirWltif S 






tinkling bells, accompanied by Arabs of state- ’ <jf* 
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ly.mlen ar^ clearly silhouetted against the sky f |j, 
aruiltlifeHllQng stretches of bwi ' hills kind ‘ ir 
out In stront relief. • o 
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crowding its waters ; the dancing, the thrilling ; 
of harp and lute, the songs, the games, the 
wrestlings, the' feasts; the boats. of pleasure 
jostling with the sacred funerary barques, of 
the dead — set in the brilliant clearness- of the 
cloudless sky in an .Oriental-atmosphere, this' 
motley pageant seemed to pass in review 
before me, 
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After sauntering about these fascinating 

ruins for sometime, the spell breaks and one 
lapses into the present prosaic world. 

We then made our way back to the boat. 
On the road thither we came upon a group of 
peasant children dancing and -.singing in the 
green .clover, tbeir. supple brown bodies girdled* 
only with a circlet of leaves about (he waistj. 
a garland round the neck’ and a wreath on their 
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dancers with their airy grace ; and soulful- 
eyes, looked'Jiice’ godsan^ toxicated • 

with gaiety and the joy; of. life. It was a pretty 
sight which gladdened mvheart,and I had the 
happiness of adding .to^their glee by throwing 
a few piastres in their midst,' which resulted 
in a picturesque scramble with mufcli laughing 
'and shouting. . r ^ : 
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God is not God without me. I am n necessary 

GLIMPSES element to His existence. — Angelos Silecius, ' 
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The One remains, the many change and pass; O, Ninak, everyone in this world is unhappy. 

Heavens’ light for ever shines, Earths’ shadows fly; .it is only the name of the All-subporter i* 
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l am all that wax, 'alt that is, all that will be. No 

mortal has lifted my veil. , 
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—Inscription from the Temple of Sais, Egypt. 
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Be content with doing with calmness the little 
which depends upon yourself, and let all else be to 
you as though it was not. — Fdnelon. 
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God is, being an essence ; but His existence i^ 
known only by being manifested in His works. 

!. — From the Sanskrit. 
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Man is the soul 'using the body as an insiru- 
jnqnt. — Proclus. , - .1 
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Strength at the centre ^freedom at. the circum- 
ference. — Delsarte. 
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. Neyer-j,' value anything as profitable to thyself 
which shall compel thee to break, thy promise, to 
lOT^lhy’ self-respect, to hate any mam -to suspect, 
to;curse, to' act. the hypocrite, to desire anything 
which needs walls and curtains. — Marcus Aurelius. 
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■ ; AVhoso setfelh h is ‘ face towards r God with . . a 
perfect “self-surrender, is a doer of that which; Js 
good, hath indeed laid hold on the surest haudle. • 
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* , « X 



1 'The greatest prayer is Patience.— The Buddha, ? 
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^gC|m^by .Mr. T. G. Harrison at the Fifty- 

Celebration of Swami Vivekananda 
OTivxkanancLi Society of Colombo. ] 
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elf bercto-day to honour a gTeat, good, 
^spiritual devotee, a saint whose 
|u| to raise humanity’ above their 
ffgWTan d fa tl ri b u t e s into the knowl- 
moral and spiritual life. With- 
^^Syears'fof more an intellectual 
Ka^h’pIaCe; in the Western world, 
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then alone, stand j not only as a religious mm\ spirit- 
ual instructor ana preacher but also as a Kcilcemer. 
The highest success in spiritual life is always 
associated with this inward search or conccnli-alion 
on the Divine within. Ramakrislma Paramahatnsa. 

, Deva, Swami ,Vivekananda’s Guru, used to be 
seated for days and nights in steadfast concentra- 
tion ( being in a state of SamadhiJ dead to the 
world and .its surroundings, and while the busy 
world slept, he was in communion with the Divine 
in him. 

• • * 

If ^ceaseless meditation was essential to his 
effectiveness in the mission he had taken upon him- 
self, what greater necessity must press upon his 
disciples and - upon us his disciples’ disciples 1 
Consider the fearful ^magnitude of the interests that 
gather round one in ceaseless, meditation towards 
the development of his spiritual forces and the 
advancement of his fellow-melt. Life or death, 
heaven orltell stands connected with such a life, for 
one mis-step, one sensual thought throws one back 
in despair. • 

Swami Vivekatianda from his boyhood cherished 
the idea of cultivating a_spi ritual life. Highly edu- 
cated and with the highest ~abtlit!es‘“a^ worldly life 
could procure for him and which were at his 
disposal, he discarded all, and dressed in thu robes 
of a Sannyisi he sat at the feet of his Divine 
.Master, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa Deva, to learn 
of hi in the Path that leadeth“unto- Righteousness 
and" Peace. ’ Having- attained his aim by dint of 
.perseverance 5 and with a will that dared and defied 
everything, be launched his barque on the sp i ritual ‘ 
waters of the Divine wthin.him,vand witi the last 
biessipgsfof-his-great andj>j^“g3fester he left the ^ 

precincts of his Ma^rfs^saci^ in^tuU^^ invested' 

with the office of a Sannyiai. and^ntered upon^his . • 

. a^ull^esj^hsible J lifi^Mastcri|liid 

pissed, niiyT be felt .tbe?^Mo?p?& i loathe ' 
Conm8Sv.of;,Reiigipiir/nkjA 
mspiredidoctrines f o^Hindui^^: t. He ; went out 
strongkwithj.all ~spintual^power^ to^ preach the 
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astounding results are noticed in the conversion of 
thousands in America ahd oilier Western land9, 
gained through the spiritual power of Ramakrlshna 

Paramahamsa De’va and his enlightened disciple 
Sri mat SwamLVivekananda. 

There are salient points in the characteristics of 
different ages which \vc may compare, and upon 
wliich we may profitably reflect. Rishis flourished 
in the age when spirituality was in its full-blown 
glory, and if without entering into a minute com- 
parison we contrast that age with this, it might 
safely be affirmed that, whilst ours is the age of 
materialistic devices and designs, that was pre- 
eminently the age of gigantic minds — of India’s 
loftiest spiritual heroes. We are too much moulded 
in the manufactory of custom. In the days of the 
gigantic minds some of the noblest thoughts were 
evolved and by some of the noblest and spiritual 
intellects that time ever produced. The age was 
one of great men, who laboured and men like 
Rainakrishna Paramahamsa Deva, Srimat Stvami 
Vivekananda &nd others entered into theirlabours — 
aye, their labours wrought out in deep sufferings, 
agonising thoughts, tears and their life-blood. Their 
very words bore the impress of their spiritual 
grandeur. In those days through the earnest reli- 
gious stress of-the times, every man was compelled 
as we would say, to think and to act in reference 
to ihe greatest subjects that touch human nature. 



Those who had entered Into -the labours of the 
gi'gantic minds of that age had derived a peculiar 
character-* from the~daily contemplation of those 
superior beings and eternal interests ; and of the 
impulse of^their earnestness many partook and 
are partaking. Swami Vivekananda combined the 
heart of an innocent child with the imagination of 
a poet and the magnanimity of a divine spirit His 
sou! was large, benignant and sincere, and within 
his bosom throbbed a heart of Infinite Love. 

He preached and was favourably received, and 
lectured and discoursed in various part* of America. 
His silvery eloquence was irresistible In iU. charm 
and awakened in every heart a feeling for the 
knowledge of that Inward Search for the Divine. 
His works do follow him. The Shastras teach 
mat the Supreme whose work Is the Universe, 
always dwelli|jg in the heart of all beings, Is re- 
vealed by the ileart. Those that knew Him be- 
come immortal and this knowledge is gained by 
ceaseless concentration. 

Swami Vlvacananda’s sermons, lecture* and 
discourses hav# fulfilled the expectations of those 
who appreawe the highest class of religious 
literature. Many have expressed theTr conviction 
that they desefre to be > ranked among the v«r 
noblest productions of spiritual eloquence which 
have reached them for many years. They are 
full of thought and vigour and surpass anything yet 
known in that simplicity for the illustration of 



spiritual truth, which is the greatest bo™ con- 
ferred on the Western stbdent, ThcJSwami s works 
are unutterably precious and a combinaUcr» of 
the richest and priceless gems. How many 
troubled. hearts have they comforted > How ma oy 
fears dispelled 1 One can scarcely conceive t(ie 
blank their obliteration would leave among the 
spiritually inclined. 

When his theme brings him Into the presence, 
of the Divine agency working within him in nature 
or in mind he never fails to glow into fei u, :r£an& 
rise to strains of lofty and spiritual e’e-mencey 
In his lecture ini India, beTWu£iMfiu a ; ed^he 
disastrous ‘state . Into ca \ studies 
among the Bffthm&nt , had . f^le*33ilpii vveri^ua* 
meritorious and.minnous to the position they? held 

- - % . • „ - • - i*l *■ .V ***> ■vxT*?. • 
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tdy of Comparative Religion has 
undertaken in ibis country an 

struck by many English 
leirtrdfe fences to the belief of non- 
I have been so much im- 
*ermon -which I heard last Sunday 
Church, Wimbledon ( Congre- 
1 ttaintj, w «th the Indian idea of 
>n of Souls, that I feel sure your 
me for sending them a fairly full 
i said. The preacher was the 
r, M * A., Ll. !b. Minister of the 
some years been one of our 
ttls of the modern view of 
Sadler took for his text the 

that the 6on of man is ? And 
|blm the Baptist, some Elijah, 
.or one of the prophets." 

UtfU In these words, said the 
the transmigration of souls 
Me a part of the Hindu 

% 

thc^course of Hindu religious 
take this central idea as our 




lught may be said to have had 
o. 800 B. C.— The period of 
:re written fn Sanskrit, 
the powers of Nature 
the Sun,AditI the 
flgiotS began in this 
d In Canaan and 
j in Greece. 

period of the Brah- 
on ritual and cere- 

rime, 

3 aut*m* the Buddha 
rotested against, ,the 

which had 
ifcgof the Vedas, 
and pity 
But he be- 
r and Nirvana 

had been 
through. 
India 
had 



of the descent of the Supreme Self into myriads of 
souls who lived iii the illusive phenonu’ii <1 ■■••rnld of 
sense, but who could move bom body to \».»dy up 

again into blissful union with Biahnnu, the all- 
inclusive God. 

i, 5 ) About 400 to 200 B. C. there came ideas of 
the gods being Avaiaras or Ine.inuu.ms, the 
most cherished of these conceptions being that of 
Vishnu, the Life-Principle of the- unuc-«e. having 
incarnated in Krishna. Tins was 'told in a - long 
collection of poems known as the Mahabh.uata, in 
which is included the Bliagavad-GUa, or the Lord’s 
Song. The story of Krishna include oeitain 
elements which have been called by souk I 
but which were undoubtedly symbolic of spiritual 
ideas. The account of Krishna's life also f-nbodies 
episodes very like those contained in ?h«* Christ 

story Such elements, however, are to be found 

in many faiths, and the Bhagavad-Gita w.v; wrimm 
long before Christianity could have reached. India. 
Sir Monier Williams will not allow that there was 
copying by the Hindus, but reminds us that “ ihe 
Bible is a thoroughly Oriental book." It is more 
likely that Hindu ideas- bad filtered through to 
Palestine via Persia. The belief in the incarnation 
of Vishnu in the person. ofb Krishna came as a 
solace to the people, who craved an incarnate loving 
deity, one who pitied and saved men. 



The Tbaching of the Upanishads. 

We. come now to the main message of the 
Upanishads ( of which there are 108 ). It tells of 
the descent or ^elf-differentiation of the Universal 
God Brahman into myriads of souls who needs 
must struggle through bodily lives ( vegetable, 
animal, human, and angelic ) up to union with God, 
As a matter of fact, this conception is not the 
monopoly of India. It is religion jn its universal 
aspect, for we can feel Infinity within us moving us 
upward and our great ideal— as yet unrealised— i 3 
a witness thereto. 

The characteristic and difficult part of the message 
is. that sonls pass througEsevewl bodies or vehicles 
of self-culture and self-expression, but it is One Life 
in all, and of that we must become .cons c 
Upanishads thus speak ( I quote the Iran 
Srish Chandra Vasu of Allahabad) : 

“ Though this body be reduced to 
Indwelling Spirit, the Lord, does not d 
fawnortat .The support of the Unive 
Dweller In the hearts of aii creatures. N . an . 

ever satisfied with wealth. The Inner S 

creatu re s is One only. He fs awake wh in men 
sleep. HtrlS The Inner Sett of *uii creati. 
makes his form manifold. By truth futnc^ r ,uia 
knowledge and self-control is Atmaic bliss (of soul) 
reached...,. ,»God is far, yet near. He is within the 
Universe. Whoever beholds all living creatures as 
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in Ilim, and Him the Universal Spirit, as in all, 
henceforth regards no cicaiurc wills contempt.” 

Thusdhe Upanishads regard one life as being 
in all souls, and salvation coum-us in striving in 
bodies and forms to become conscious of the One 
instead of beingiost in the sensations ( which are 
illusive ). That our senses do deceive us is 
evident, because colour, size, opaqueness, hardness, 
sweetness, do not really belong' 10 objects them- 
selves, but exist only in relation to our minds, (e.g. 
in X’rays wood and flesh are no longer opaque J 
We can see through them ). 

Can Christians Relieve It? 

Can we believe in the transmigration of -soul ? 
Probably we shall at first reject the idea with scorn. 
.It sounds so different from anything we have been 
taught, and it cannot be proved. Put a few thoughts 
about it may 'help us to give the idea at least a 
place in our minds. 

.^Tlje doctrine of transmigration is believed, and 
has.been believed, all over the world. Chamber s 
Encyclopaedia has an [article on “Transmigration ” 
.which shows ft to have been held among Buddhists 
in many parts of Asia, by the Egyptians, the 
Druids, the ancient Greeks, the people of Mada- 
gascar, various African tribes and by several races 
in North America. Ovid, too, Lite Roman poet, 
said, — 

“ Dies not the spirit, 

But,new life repeats, 

Into other Forms, 

And only changes scats. 

EvenT, who these mysterious truths declare, 

Was once jEuphcebus, in the Trojan war; 

My name and lineage I remember well. 

TITus- all things are but altered, nothing dies, 

And here and there the unbodied spirit flies.' 

The Idea is also in the Bible. Jacob's dream of 
a ladder reaching to heaven is probably an old 
myth, by 'means -of which -the idea of belieVlhg in 
transmigration was thrown . back.. in history,* even 
to Jacob, who was an eponymous ancestor of 

the Jews. 

Origen ( atjput 250 A. D. ) said that the descent 
of souls was described symbolically hy a ladder 
%eacbing from heaven to earth, and in the cult ot 
Mithras a ladder was placed in the cave ( the 
temple) to represent souls coming from heaven to 
earth. So in Jacob's dream, the angek( souls ) 
were descending and ascending. 

Further, imHathcw XVI, 14, and XVII, ia, we 
sa m * i»ea, for lL undoubtedly lies, b e hin d 

v jngs tb* Elijah had oome again in John the 

Baptist and. Jeremiah had come again in the 
Messiah, Tho Jews certainly believed in .trans- 
migration. Afcmy Rabbis taught It They said 
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that Adam came again in David and would corno 
again In the Messiah. 

Embryology and Heredity. 

We know from embryology that w>* have had 
some kind of a pre-existence.. We come Loin the 
union of two germ-plasms or cells.- But these cell? 
each come from two other cells, and so b vkwards. 
Thus the genu-plasm .of which our - .lies', are, 
made had a pre-existence in many v t>od > ; .And if 
our bodies explain us we have*, existed Tngjigo. 
But embryology although it, explains onr physical 
form, does not explahyus. We -are ’souks, ah<],Mse 
our bodies : as vehicles. /Embryology cannot; Ex- 
plain' why variations of s^cies occaf. » Professor J; 
A rthur Thomson and'UD. ' ArchdaU . Re»d, in their 
books on heredity^ fraukly v "cbhfeS3 \h fs v ’qWtrak 
explains variations IhenU but f; various souls which 
form bodies. ‘ ‘'Jq; U 

Souls permeate all things. -Indeed, we have 
authority of Dr. 'Mac Cm aU ridgejQr 
the statement that ncabfn 
their States.' Physi 
existence backwafd/a pre 

Then, as Christians^ a L: ;re, life, 
which, will be i n a bod yW^^^^rint b i a . s • 

where Paul argdCTTforf^^WMody hcjSptfc 
Now, if there is to be a transmigration from s£body 
here to a body yonder aft«r p«thTls n Jt impossible 

to believe that we have bpm^nte|'lbese ,-jf 

from a previous existence ?^Su^ely,Tt sounds VtTf 
reasonably. 

Further, the ‘dtK^rin^ of transmigration votald 
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reaf lodia a* a *' wdrVrng hypothesis” ami he 
»g Into- it* Anyhow, wc can (cel 

WftWc souls — focus-points of the infinite and 
Delusive God, and that tve are moving up to 

r i>j His help. 

bcsanodeiTrmfsstonary, going to India, ought 
O O a comrade in truth-seeking, not as 

StH he sees. He must not judge 
ihe crude superstitions of the peasant, 
ifore a snake or an elephant, or an 
t^f these; any more than he would judge of 

icnUUlCflfigr the babblings of a child. 

y : A- : \ •>* 

missionary has a message to take 
. Ving to learn from India. 

rebended in the words 
ly) is* born of God and 
graving for the incarnate 
( the heart for a loving 
true missionary will not 
yor creeds, or politics, 
Reaching what he feels in 
jfije. That is the nature 
m'whom,and through whom, 
‘ngs. 





THE WAY 

uwciujcly amused at the 
fjom u Great Thoughts,” of 
shed in London. We are 
these lines were not meant 
the^readert of that paper at 
tfndus. For otherwise it is 
hownny learned person can write 



T a Hindu Woman. 



lives In a small room of 
are of day with no orna* 
whatever, and the least > 
"morning she harto pray 
taught that she n&s no 
for lain, and general 
ds(t#o or three hours 
She^ipoesa'r ear it with her 
fansihiu n hla request 
she either sleeps, gossips 
roes z reader reads to 
gods. Tbes<rstoti es are 
They are vile from begin* 



ntng to end. The children and' women are taught 
them. At night they prepare their husband'* meat 
in the same manner. They arc not protected at 
all against the weather and dampness, nor me they 
properly fed and clothed. '11>e rich live the same 
as the poor. If sick, they are deemed rinsed by' 
the gods, and are taken to the stable and left alone. 
The only food they can get is - left hv stealth. 
Thousands die of neglect The first d, y that a 
Hindu boy abuses his mother is a festiv. occasion 
with his father, who boasts of it to his f i i nds. 

41 To be a widow is the sum of unhappiness. She 
Is especially cursed by the gods. As the husband 
dies, half a dqzen barbers’ wives rush upon her 
and tear the jewellery from the cars and i.o--e. She 
isjeept in a darkened room for fourteen days. At 
the end of this lime her husband’s ashes are -taken 
to the river, and, after a peculiar ceremony of 
prayers, the soul is supposed to be five It may 
enter an insect or an animal. The- worst punish- 
ment the soul can sustain is to enter the body of a 



woman 



n 



Howjemarkably cheap were the prices of food* 
stuffs in Bengal in the middle of the last emtury, can 
be gleaned from the following items rocs.t >ncd in 
a list of marriage expenses incurred in he year 
1847 A. D.: — 



Rice, 1 maund 






Re. 1 — 


- as. 


2 . 


Kalai (lentil), i„ 


♦ • • 


« »• 


.» 1 


—1 

9 f 


1 


Fine Flour, 1 „ 


• • • 


• • • 


Rs. 2 - 


~~ > 1 


4 


Ghee, 20 srs. 


• • • 




f* 3 ~ 


~~ 99 


2 


Sandesh (sweets), 1 


maund 


• * • 


„ 12 - 


99 


O 


Curds, i£ maund 


• • % 


• ♦ * 


„ 4 - 




O 


Milk, 20 srs. 


• 




»» 0 - 


7 > 




Potato, 2 1 srs. ... 


• • • 


• t • 


» 0 - 


~~ J y 


i cl 


Salt, 5. srs. 




• •• 


„ 0 - 
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Total Rs. 25—0—0 

So in those days a sumptuous feast could he given 
to about 300 persons with Rs. 35 only 1 



TfflSTED a qualified medical man to 
take charge of ourMayavati Charitable Dispensary. 
One desirous to lead a retired spiritual life, but will- 
ing* .a Bute professional work freely forthe- 
good of his fellowmen will be welcome. 



Apply for particulars to 

The Editor of this p. f r, 
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NEWS AND MISCELLANIES 

(culled aKd condensed from various sources) 

Tub prehistoric clay figures of bisnns were dis- 
covered recently in a cave at Montesquieu. They 
arc supposed to be 20,000 years old. 

An offer of £ 2 4*000 has been refused for a 
carpet in the possession of Julian Kernowsky, a 
Prague antiquary, who claims that lie can prove it 
to have been used by the Prophet Mahomet when 
at prayer. 



is nearly a mile from the spot, being particularly 
clear. — ‘ Englishman.* 

A strange scientific discovery has been made- 
by* Professor Quefvain, the well-known Swiss 
explorer of Zurich, on the Juhgfrau mountain/ 
The workmen employed 25 tons of dynamite while 

constructing the highest section of the bne and 

< , *• *, 

there were explosions which were distinct ,y heard 
within a radius of 30 miles, then within a of 
the next 14 milfcs there was silence, but further up 
to a concentric circle of 50 miles the t c was 
again heard clearly.* The Swiss scientist r/.uhe^that 
be is unable to account for the phenomenon. 



According to a German paper a Starch and 
Potato drying corporation has placed a new syrup 
Dpon the market which is obtained from the potato- 
starch, and Is to be used for preserving fruit of all 
kinds. It is excellent for table purposes. — Indian 

Trade Journal. 

Mr, Divachand Dliaran, a well-known Jain mer- 
cliant, is going to visit Europe for commercial 
purposes. During his stay iu London he will make 
arrangements to establish there a first-class Hotel 
for orthodox Hindus. A strong committee is 
being formed to finance the scheme. 

It gives us great pleasure to announce that the 
late Babu Nibaran Ch. Das, tile famous Rud- 
raksha-dealer of Benares city, bequeathed by. a 
will to lh£ Benares Ramakrishna Mission Home of 
Service, hjs house and business .proceeds for the 
accommodation and 'maintenance of the poor and 
Ihe destitute. Consequently the Jamgam ban Branch 
has been removed to his house near Dasafyramedh 
from April. 

A shall though pretty mirage may be seen at 
almost any time of the day in Calcutta, ju$t now. 
Singular to relate it always appears in one place, 
the north of Red Road, now regarded as the hottest 
thoroughfare In the city, Qn e ntc r i n g^thc s o u dnmd 
of the road there appears in the distance what seems 
to be a pool of water reflecting Old Court House 
Street and the traffic in tb' foreground, the detail 
of tKC-buildlngs ercn of Su Andreevs Church which 



Tin * pluraolor, an apparatus for savin by 
automatic respiration, was among the many : crest-* 
ing exhibits at the Internationa! Gas Exp'' a at 
Amsterdam. Packed hx wooden case, clghs 
45 pounds, and it includes an appliance auto- 
matically forcing air into the luqga and sucking It 
out with regulated force* a cylinder of oxygen 
suflictentjor 40 minutes, and ttftigs for nnnipulat* 
ing the longue. The apparatus prpvw* *t>r all 
operations in respiration, including the tc. v ; vaE^of 
persons overcome by gX 3 , nearly drowned, or 
stunned by electric shock. 

The “Ramakrishna Ashrima, Harfr l ” ^ahur 
opened by His Holiness Swaml Nffmal -U on 
the 14th. of May* The following ppogr v * vms 
duly observed : 4th. May : 0 to 10 sl m. c cuora 
Japam, Gita Parayamun, Devi i <uray*» 

nam £& 8 to 10 ft. m. Whalftfc* 

taram to the Ashrama with Bhigavan Sn 
krishna’s Photo motmted od m elcr ant 1 c XffSflK 
a* m. Installation, a short speech by H».H. SfilSi 
tfirmalananda* and Bhtjan m* it m 33 
Refreshments. 5th. May to to 3 B*.m. 
the poor. 3-30 to 5-30 p*m.Meetmgao 4 wi 

A Bavaxlut newspaperpiwatU Its r eaticr^ with 
a striking record of the ■Mroktfcelast fif y years* 
Under a se ries not Htfejwtare* df fatten soidksrr 
on the battlefield It gtses Pic number Of the lulled 
In each gteat -war of that period/ vuh the 
exception of the Boar W 1 r. Hdte la the record. 
Crimean War, 750,0?©; I ta l ian Waco! 
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,n Civil War of 1861-6.5, 800,000; 
0*4 r d,ooo 1 AtittretPrimilftn War 
Franco-German War, 215,000; 
War, 350,000; Russo-Japanese 
e addition of these figures shows 
Jt&n 2,313,000 men were killed in 
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mere lad when he made his 

» 

scovery of wireless telegraphy. 
Htlle more than a boy when he 
jjlhe almost perfected instrument 

world. 
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y^ john Brown, was the inventor 
Way feuffer, which has made such 
wear and tear of rolling slock, 
ter, to the nervous systems of 
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railway station* covering 
log ^36,000,000 will be 
S' month. The station is 
fC long, 310 ft. wide, and 
J«let levef, and *45 ft long, 
below lh Street level, 
land 69 separate tracks, 
provision has been 
Ins and 100,000 passen- 
wiU enter and leave the 
ocomodvet, the substitu- 
gwmode ten miles north 
system smoke and din are 
Interlocking switch and 
controls the arrival and 
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ice 760 levers In 
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the frontier three times to sec her sister m Tdn't, 
8h« t m* travelled also through Russia and thv. 
Caucasus. 

Mrs. Olive Temple made a during and romantic 
journey of 4,500 miles to \V;ulai, and Central 
Africa, to pay a last tribute to Lieutenant Boyd 
Alexander, who was murdered by' natives of Wadai 
in may 1910 She was the first white woman to 
make the journey and described her adventures in 
her book, “Chiefs and Cities of Central Africa.” 

Miss Gertrude Bell and Miss Emma Bell 
daughters of Sir Hugh Bell, have both travelled 
extensively. Miss Gertrude Bell was once robbed 
by Kurds at Midiyad in Asiatic Turkey. She also 
achieved fame by making several first ascents of 
mountains in the Burmese Oberland. 

Mrs. Longstaff, wife of Dr. Thomas Longstaff 
the mountaineer, lias climbed in the Alps, Cauca- 

I 4 

sus, HinialayaS'and Rockies. 

The following Sunday lectures wen: delivered 
by the Swain is. Trigunatita and FrakaCiananda at 
the Hindu Temple, San Francisco, U. S. A., during 
March "and- April : — 

March-2 : Can \Ye Harmonise' Reunion with 

Business-life A The Inner Consciousness. Howto 

Develop the Art of Forgetting and Forgiving. 

March 9 : Do we Need a Guru ? Priests and 

Prophets. The Divine Inspiration. 

March 16: Sri Ramakrisbna: The Modem In- 

carnation of Divinity. Sri Ramakrishna: His 
Universality. Sri Ramakrishna as an Ideal for all 
Classes of Men. 

March 23 : Have We Chosen Our Path ? Mystery 
of Good and Evil. The Divine AwakerT 

March 30 : As Thou Thinkest Tbo; halt Be- 
come. Self-will Merged in Divipe Will Ask and 
Ye Shall Receive. 

April 6 : Significance of Resurrection. Spiritual 
UnfoldmenL Meditation — Its Utility in Our Act- 
ive Life. 

April 13; Karma and Fatalism. The Search 
after the Beyond. The True Basis of Civi lisation. 

April 20 : Are Teachings of Jesus New ? Divine 
Gran* and Qnr Free Will. The Need of Personal 
Ideals- 

April *7 1 The Fourth State. The Soul’s Con- 
quest. The Mystery of Vibrations. 








